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Abstract

E' recente la notizia che il Governo cinese ha tentato di limitare la divulgazione dei risultati di una
ricerca condotta dal Ministero dell'’Ambiente in collaborazione con la Banca Mondiale. Secondo
questa ricerca, infatti, gli elevati livelli di inquinamento di metropoli come Pechino e la bassa
qualitd degli standard edilizi ed igienici di numerose abitazioni sarebbero responsabili di circa
750.000 morti all'anno. I dati erano noti al Governo gia da marzo, ma una parte del rapporto della
ricerca era stato inibito per il timore di 'agitazioni sociali'. Proteste e mobilitazioni della
popolazione. contro l'inquinamento e la costruzione di impianti petrolchimici sono in continuo
aumento in Cina. Ci si interroga spesso su come 1'Europa possa reggere la competizione con gli
investimenti e le risorse umane messe in campo dal colosso cinese. Ecco la risposta: rafforzando
quello che ¢ storicamente il suo fattore competitivo piu solido: la democrazia. Che significa
condivisione pubblica e trasparente degli obiettivi e dei risultati della ricerca. Altrimenti si pud
avere la ricerca piu costosa e sofisticata, ma poi non serve a nulla se rimane chiusa nei cassetti.
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Abstract

Science is important. The natural, engineering and social sciences and the humanities help to build
new knowledge which teaches us more about ourselves and the world. Such enhanced
understanding and the innovation that may ensue can help to solve environmental and climate
challenges, infrastructural and energy needs, health issues and societal tensions.

The public is a very large contributor to science funding and the results of science are important to
us all. Therefore, scientists have to reach out and involve themselves in a true dialogue on and about
the sciences.

Scientists can make themselves available to the public and the media through several mechanisms.
Professional societies and universities often have information units that might have media services
and can help to make press releases. To raise awareness and competence among journalists,
scientists can take part as teachers in courses on science. Furthermore, there are many ways to learn
more about science communication such as courses and practice periods in the media.

At the European level there is a great need for the voice of scientists’ among policy makers and
journalists. One pan-European platform for dialogue that is available for this purpose is the recently
established biennial Euroscience Open Forum which takes place in Barcelona in July 2008 and in
Torino in July 2010. This forum aims to: present scientific and technological developments at the
cutting edge, stimulate the European public’s awareness of and interest in science and technology
and to foster a European dialogue on science and technology.
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